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plea. While every cffort has been made to compile a com-

prehensive, insightful roster of international tennis coaches

the inventory will fall short. There is certain to be an indi-
vidual or two who has been overlooked. To those a sincere apolo-
gy is exrtended.

Moving from a request for understanding to justification, a
worldwide group of authorities, fellow coaches, federaton admin-
istrarors and players provided inpur for this piece. Their opinions
form the basis of the best tennis coaches list. It should also be
mentioned that most, but not all of those mentoned, work with
players on the ATP or WTA Tours.

Broadly speaking, = coach is part guru, mystic and psycholo-
gist. The occupation also calls for technical and tactical under-
sranding as well as mentoring and parenting skills. In short, it's at
times a daunting thankless task. A job that many feel thcy could
casily assume, yet all too few have what it takes.

Qualifying as one of the best was both a quantitative and sub-
jective excrcisc. Results, as all contributors stated, are the best
measunng stuck. Production, however, wnsno(thcsolcsounccf‘or
inclusion. Those on the list possess many of the qualities that those
consulted termed essential.

Total commitment (here the old cliche ‘giving 110 percent”
is apphcab!c) isa ma;nr component. It”s not simply being a travel-
ing companion, cnjoying financial gain and thc accompanying
Tour perks. For those at the top, coaching is consuming.

Responsibility is another issue. A coach must assume respon-
sibility for all thar Not only for what is currently taking
place, but also in the furture. This involves developing realistic
objectives and a plan for achieving them.

Honesty forms the core of a player/coach relationship.
Communication makes it happen. As onc source said, “A coach
has ro zell a guy when he sucks.™ Directness creates respect and
a coach cither has it or doesn’t. It’s a must and is an outgrowth
of discipline. Somc le try to be disciplinarians and chey
don’t have respect. Without respect a coach can kiss off being
successful.

A player needs o sec progress. Improvement keeps circum-
stances , so does winning. Cruuvuy also plays a role in
kecping the exctement, which requires conrtinually finding
aspects of a player’s game to work on. Even more critical, a coach
must have the ability to realize when and how to push a player.
Being good is not enough, particularly when the performer has
the ability to be great. .

Botrom line, coaching is at least 80 percent -—
confrontational. Continunally asking—why?—

Thconlywaytobcginanystorylisﬁngthc best...is to cop a
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brings this about. Still, a coach nceds to fit his or her stylc o a spe-
dfic player to make the equaton work. The idea is to solidify
strengths and fortfy weaknesses.

A final thought—not all player/coach matchups are made in
heaven. The key is having the all around ability to minimize stress
and maximize talent.

with the Brits cvidenced by Samantha
Smith’s Wimbledon run.

Daria Kopsic—fcisty, fiery and gets
girls on the right wack as work with ITF
team, including Cara Black and TIrina
Selyutina, brings out.

Gail Lovera—the former Aussic is
one of France’s secrer assers when it comes
to the development of the new gencration
of women.

Tomas Petera—Petr Korda’s clock
still hasn’t recached midnight because
Pectera is such a good repairman.

Peter Pfannkoch-—-the Germans
have Nicolas Kicfer and Tommy Haas
along with several other promising per-
fbrzncrskécausc of his work with them in

d;a( unior days.
Alberto Riba—responsible for
upsmdlngthc level of coaching in Spain.

Haarhuns and Sjeng
housc.hold names and neither is he.
Schénborn—renown

to the trials of the Tour as the likes of Byron

Black and Sandon Stolle can support.
Donnic Young—madc the difference

when it came vo Kimberly Po’s top 20 rise.

the conrtinued success of from
the Czech Republic. g

In The Game: Hiroyoki Banba
(Naoko Sawamatsu’s coach); Chariton
Eagle; Hugo Ekker; Alejandro & Carlos
Gattiker; Patrice Haguleur; Nicolas
Kelaidis; Jun Kuki; Junichi Maruyama;
Kaoru Mamynnu; Eiji Takeuch. ™
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